
St Patrick's Primary School, Tongala 
Phone: (03) 5859 0371 

Fax: (03) 5859 0631 

Email: principal@sptongala.catholic.edu.au 

Strength & Kindliness 
 

St. Patrick’s will provide a child safe environment where all children have the right to be treated with respect and will be protected from harm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Principal’s Message 

 

Thank you to all of the families who attended our assembly last Monday morning. During the assembly we 
presented reading certificates, classroom awards and PBIS awards. The assembly was held outside under the 
verandah and went for approximately 25 minutes. We will have another assembly on Monday at 9am in the last 
week of this term and Week 2 in Term 2. Moving on from these dates assemblies will return to Friday afternoons at 
2:45pm. These will occur in Week 4, 6 and 8 next term. All parents and family members are welcome to attend these 
assemblies.  

Last week we celebrated St Patrick’s day. Thank you to all of the families who attended the parade in the morning. 
The students enjoyed multi-age activities, yummy green cupcakes and a beautiful whole school mass. The students 
singing during mass put a BIG smile on Father John Paul’s face and made me feel really, really proud.  

             

 

Congratulations to our Grade 5-6 students who actively participated in a leadership development day facilitated by 
Lee Pethybridge. As expected our students stepped up as leaders on the day and demonstrated their personal 
attributes that make them amazing leaders in our community. The feedback from Mrs Pethybridge was extremely 
positive. She was impressed with the well thought-out verbal contributions the students made, along with 
engagement and interest in the content she delivered. 
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This week Miss Bennett implemented an excellent Bike Education program for the Foundation students. All of the 
students thoroughly enjoyed riding their bikes or scooters every day at school. They were really proud of their 
ability to ride fast, stop quickly and follow the safety signs Miss Bennett displayed. Miss Bennett ensured that she 
demonstrated her bike riding skills on her own bike throughout the week.  

Congratulations to the Grade 3/4 students for the outstanding way they conducted themselves in Malmsbury while 
they were on camp.  Their attitude, behaviour and engagement was outstanding!  Thank you to Ms White, Jaleigha 
and Harry for ensuring the trip was a great success. 

I would like to say a super big thank you to those families who have offered to be involved in the whole school 
review next Tuesday. The school review is an opportunity to reflect on current practices and progress made towards 
improving the quality of teaching and learning and subsequently, student learning and wellbeing outcomes. The 
review team will work closely and collaboratively with our school to identify existing strengths and provide 
recommendations to inform the school’s next improvement cycle. It is not too late to be involved in this group, if 
you are interested just send me an email. 

On Wednesday in the last week of term the Grade 2 students will have their school sleepover. The students will 
have an exciting time with Mrs Billing, Mrs Stockdale and David. The Grade 2 students are so excited that they 
have already begun counting down the days until the sleepover occurs! 

Also in the last week of term we will celebrate Easter with an Easter Bonnet Parade on Wednesday the 6th of 
April at 3pm. The students will be making their bonnets at school. All parents and family members are welcome to 
attend this event. The following day, Thursday the 7th of April at 2:30pm the students will be performing our 
annual Holy Week Liturgy. This year each class will be singing a song to represent each significant event of Holy 
Week. There are also a couple of songs that the whole school will sing together.  

Term one finishes for St Patrick’s students on Thursday the 7th of April at 3:15pm, this is because we have a 
planned curriculum day on Friday the 8th of April. On this day teachers will be involved in a Staff Spirituality Day. 

EASTER RAFFLE 

 
We are beginning to prepare for our annual Easter raffle.  

We would really appreciate it if each family could donate an Easter egg or Easter 
themed object. This donation can be dropped off at the school office. 
Thank you in advance for your contribution and continued support. 

Also don’t forget to return your sold raffle tickets.  
The raffle will be drawn on Thursday the 7th of April, the last day of term. 
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PBIS AWARD WINNERS 

 

Foundation: Henley Mitchell 
Grade 1: James Wickham 

Grade 2: Angie Daws 
Grade 3-4: Colt Tyrrell 

Grade 5-6: Shila Cleveland 
 

SPECIALIST CLASS AWARD WINNERS 

 

Italian: Ella Morris 
STEM: Cyril Cleveland 
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CLASSROOM AWARD WINNERS 

 

Foundation: Tully Hargraves & George Micheel 
Grade 1: Lani Flasza & Ben Brennan (absent) 

Grade 2: Angie Daws & Lil Mulcahy 
Grade 3-4: Aria Scott & Hugh Willimas (absent) 

Grade 5-6: Jordyn Flasza & Lachlan Sullivan 
 

 

READING AWARD WINNERS 
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WHAT’S COMING UP……. 

Week 10 

Beginning 28th March 

Monday:       Purple Dress Up Day (Epilepsy Awareness Day) 
Tuesday:       School Review Parent Session @ 2:30pm 

Week 11 

Beginning 4th April 

Monday:         Assembly @ 9am 
Wednesday:   Easter Bonnet Parade @ 3pm 
Thursday:       Holy Week Celebration/Performance @ 2:30pm 
                       Last day of term for students 
Friday:            Curriculum Day (Staff Spirituality Day) 

TERM 2 

Week 1 

Beginning 25th April 

Monday:         ANZAC Public Holiday 
Tuesday:         First day of term for students 

Week 2 

Beginning 2nd May 

Monday:         Assembly @ 9am 
Friday:            3-6 Athletics Day 

Week 3 

Beginning 9th of May 

Tuesday:        Grade 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
Wednesday:   Grade 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
Thursday:       Grade 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
Friday:            Grade 3 & 5 NAPLAN 

Week 4 

Beginning 16th May 

Tuesday:         Curriculum Day 
Friday:            Assembly @ 2:45pm 

Week 5 

Beginning 23rd May 

Wednesday:   National Simultaneous Storytime @ 11am 

Week 6 

Beginning 30th May 

Friday:            Assembly @ 2:45pm 

 

Week 7 

Beginning 6th June 

 

Week 8 

Beginning 13th June 

Monday:         Public Holiday 
Thursday:        Term 2 Mass 
Friday:             Assembly @ 2:45pm 

Week 9 

Beginning 20th June 

Thursday:        Inquiry Learning Celebration @ 2:30pm 
Friday:             Last day of term for students 
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Grade 5/6 

The Grade 5/6 class attended a leadership day with Lee Pethybridge from Catholic Education Sandhurst at the 
Tongala Football Club rooms. Throughout the day they learnt about the different types of leaders in their world, 
community and school. Students then identified the leadership traits that they display and what makes them a 
strong leader. The students demonstrated great knowledge and insight into what they believe makes a good 
leader.  

At stages of the day, students were called upon to reflect on scripture. They explored the way in which the 
scripture calls us to be leaders. It was fantastic to see how the students were able to identify Jesus, St Patrick and 
St Brigid as leaders and identify different ways they continue to lead people.  

The day consisted of some fantastic hands-on learning experiences that encouraged students to reflect on the 
importance of listening, giving clear directions, identifying their own gifts and leading by example.  

Students thoroughly enjoyed the space of the Tongala Football Club facilities. We thank them for allowing us to 
use their beautiful space.  We also thank Lee Pethybridge for leading this experience for our students. We are so 
proud of our leaders and know that this session will help them continue to develop their leadership skills to be 
leaders for life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 
 

Strength & Kindliness 
 

Grade 2 students made the most of the beautiful weather Wednesday afternoon for our class sport session. We 
played a game of rounders and there was some very healthy competition and cheering between the two teams! 
In the end it was a tie and we look forward to continuing the game next week. (How amazing does our oval look?)  

 

PBIS  
At St Patrick’s Primary School, we are embedding into our school culture a PBIS framework. PBIS stands for 
Positive Behaviour Interventions and Supports. Part of PBIS includes our school values, (in the last newsletter 
these 3 school values were shared). Another component of PBIS is our token system. Tokens are handed to 
students displaying the expected behaviour that we would expect to see at school. These expected behaviours 
come from our School Wide Matrix which was created by staff and students last year. Below you will see our 
Matrix and students will be learning about this in depth next term.     
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Grade One 

Over the past few weeks in Grade One we have been completing our introductory lessons for The Resilience 
Project. So far we have looked at Gratitude and Empathy. Over the next few weeks we will be learning about 
Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy.  

When we were learning about Empathy we played a ‘Dis Emotion’ game with Hugh. Below are photos of the faces 
that students made to try and match the emoji on the screen. After each face we brainstormed what that 
emotion might be.  

 

Daphne said ‘happy’.  
Stevie said ‘glad’. 
Ryder/Phoebe/James said ‘excited’.  
Carter said ‘very happy’.  
Lani and Maddie said ‘surprised’.   
 

 

 

 

 

Sophie said ‘scared’.  
Edith said ‘terrified’.  
Daphne said ‘fear’.  
Phoebe said ‘afraid’.  
Ryder said ‘frightened’.  
Zara said ‘jealous’.  
 

 

 

 

Phoebe said ‘sad’.  
Sydnee said ‘about to cry’.  
Daphne said ‘uncomfortable’.  
Eden said ‘scared’. 
James said ‘nervous’.  
Edith said ‘sick’.  
Sydnee said ‘lonely’.  
Maddie said ‘embarrassed’.   
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Foundation:  

Wow! What a very busy two weeks we have had in 
the Foundation Class: Bike Week, CFA and bus visit, 
St Patrick’s Day, visit to Church, and lots of classroom 
learning! 

Literacy: In literacy, we have been working super 
hard on putting the alphabet in the correct order. 
Every student is getting so quick at putting it in 
order, well done to those families who have been 
practicing this at home. We have been focusing on 
using our finger pointing when reading and reading 
the title before we start the rest of the book (see 
Tully right). 

Maths: In Maths, we have been looking at 
representing numbers from 0-10 in different ways 
(see Henley right), for example: in worded form, 
pictures, tally marks and tens frames. The students 
are experts at ten frames now. They even got to use 
playdough to help solidify their learning (see George 
right) 

With our learning about keeping ourselves healthy 
and safe in full swing, the students have been hard at work participating in Bike 
Week. During this time, we have kept our bikes at school each night and practiced 
each day. We focused on stopping safely, keeping a safe distance between our bike 
and others and checking our bike is safe to use including our helmet and pumped up tyres etc.  

We also wanted to say a very big THANK-YOU to the Tongala CFA and McConnell’s Bus Depot for letting us come 
and visit!! We had a super amazing time.  
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Last week in Grade 3/4 our class had the best time at Malmsbury Camp! The student's really enjoyed the rock 
climbing wall, archery and trampolines. They were very impressed with the games room, gym and the 
luxury accommodation. Another hit was having pizza and ice cream for dinner.  
Jaleigha, Harry and myself also loved being able to get away with the students.  We were most impressed with 
the student's determination to try something new and the support they shared for each other. 
Here are some of our recent writing and persuasive pieces about why you should go to Malmsbury Camp. 

MALMSBURY CAMP 🏕 
Malmsbury camp is the best spot to go to. When you have got no Idea where you want to go. It has got, 
big swing, rock climbing, archery, river ecology, trampolines and Leap of faith. They have the best food, 
They even have ice cream. Do you like ice cream?  
Rock Climbing 
It goes to 13 m and it is so much fun.  
Archery 
It is fun but you have to look where you are firing. 
River Ecology 
River ecology it was really fun because you can find little tiny animals. 
Trampolines 
There are 4 little trampolines, but they are bouncy.  
By Tamara. 
 
Malmsbury Camp Recount    
On the 15th of March the grade 3\4s left school at 9am to go to camp in Malmsbury. We stopped in 
Heathcote for a toilet break and a snack. Once we arrived at camp we had lunch and a tour. After lunch 
we did archery and trampolines. Then we had pizza for tea time. When we were finished we had a 
shower and we got in our pyjamas. Then we watched a movie and we went to bed. In the morning we 
had toast. Then we got dressed and packed up our rooms. In river ecology we looked for bugs in the 
water. We did rock climbing and I made it to the top. Finally, we went back to school. 
By Toby 
 

Malmsbury camp 🏕  
You should get your teacher to go to Malmsbury camp. 
It has all sorts of activities and friendly staff. 
There are a wide range of activities.  

The rock climbing: The rock climbing wall is 13 meters tall and nearly everyone went to the top 🔝. But 
don’t freak out because you are in a harness. 
Trampolines: are so jumpy they go really really high.    
Archery: is right next to the river in archery you need to pull the bow back and release it.  
The camp is for all sorts of ages- ages 8/18. Everyone would have heaps of fun 
Finally The accommodation can fit four people in each room. The rooms include bunk beds and they feel 
like soft, comfy, squishy beds.  
Go to Malmsbury for a Doxa camp! You won’t regret it! It will make your life change! Book now. 
By Lucas 
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Malmsbury Camp 
Come to Malmsbury Doxa camp for the best time of your life.They have the kindest staff you  will ever 
meet and the  accommodation is the best the beds are softer than a cloud.And the facility is the best it 
has got a game’s room and gymnasium.  
Activities at Malmsbury Doxa Camp  
Archery: is the most lethal activity but it is the best. 
Rock climbing: The wall is 13 meters tall but no need to freak out you’ll have a harness. 
Trampolines: There’s 4 trampolines so you can jump with your friend’s and you can jump like 13 feet in 
height. 
Accommodation 
The staff can have their own room which includes an ensuite and the children have a bunk bed to sleep 
in. The beds are so soft. 
Dinning  
The dining room is so clean and the food is so good. 
In conclusion, book now for your next camp and you won’t not regret it. 
By Caleb 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


